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Celebrating 35 Years: HLI was established in 1972 by Fr. Paul Marx, OSB as the “Human Life Center” 
in Collegeville, MN; in 1981 it was officially founded as Human Life International. 

Dear HLI Friends and Supporters, 

In this month’s edition of Special Report Joseph Meaney takes us from West 
Africa to East Timor.  First, we hear from Francophone Africa, where HLI con-
tinues its all-important formation of future Church leaders through our annual 
Seminarians for Life International Summer Institute.  Next, Joseph highlights 
how our global apostolate continues to reach even the most remote corners of 
the world as he attends the first pro-life conference in the history of East Timor.  
You’ll be inspired by the work being done for life there, where your support 
makes HLI’s pro-life presence a possibility.

HLI SeMInarIan SuMMer InStItute and vISIt to GaBon—
Reported by Joseph Meaney, July 5-13, 2007.

HLI is establishing a new pro-life tradition in Africa: the Seminarian’s for 
Life International Institutes.  Last year the first French-speaking Seminarian 
Institute was in Benin.  This year we held it in Brazzaville, the capital 
of the Republic of the Congo.  The Cardinal Emile Biayenda Seminary 
graciously hosted this international pro-life event.  Thanks to our generous 
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donors, HLI brought 88 seminarians from the following 9 African countries: Benin, Togo, Burkina 
Faso, Mali, Guinea, Rwanda, Cameroon, the Democratic Republic of the Congo and the Republic of the 
Congo.  (See HLI’s upcoming FrontLines for a fuller report on the Seminarian Summer Institute.)

PaPaL nuncIo conceLeBrateS oPenInG MaSS
We were blessed to have Archbishop Andrés Carrascossa Coso, Apostolic Nuncio to both the Republic of the 
Congo and Gabon, as the main celebrant for our opening Mass.  Archbishop Anatole Milandou of Brazzaville 

concelebrated with him.  Archbishop Carrascossa was very 
delighted and told the seminarians they were blessed to be 
participants at the HLI Institute and enjoined them to pray 
for all who made the financial and material sacrifices that 
made their participation at the institute possible.  The Nuncio 
promised he would write to Fr. Tom Euteneuer to salute the 
efforts of HLI, and we received a letter in the same vein from 
the Archbishop of Brazzaville, who came back to see us on the 
second day of the institute.

PoPuLatIon controL StILL attackInG afrIca 
africa is one of the favorite targets of the international 
abortion lobby, which still proceeds with the logic of the 
discredited population control ideology.  Fortunately, some 
African priests are speaking out against this modern form of 
exploitation.  One of them is Fr. Mika Mfitzsche, a Congolese 

Sulpician father, who represents HLI in the Democratic Republic of the Congo.  He is a seminary professor 
and a scholar, and he addressed the Francophone seminarians at this summer’s Institute on the topic of “The 
Changing Face of the Culture of Death” and “The Language and Presentation Techniques of Culture of Death 
Documents [With Particular Focus on the Maputo Protocol].” 

tHe MaPuto ProtocoL aIMS at LeGaLIzInG aBortIon
Fr. Mfitzsche and I pointed out the insidious nature of the Maputo Protocol.1  This 
treaty, promulgated by the African Union (AU), is a roadmap to legalize abortion 
in almost all cases as a matter of “Reproductive Rights” in the 53 countries that 
belong to this inter-governmental organization.2  So far, 43 countries have signed 
it, and 21 have formally ratified it.  The nation of Togo liberalized their 
abortion law shortly after ratifying the document last year.

I read to a shocked audience of seminarians Article 14 
subsection C of the Maputo Protocol which states: “protect 
the reproductive rights of women by authorizing medi-
cal abortion in cases of sexual assault, rape, incest, and 
where the continued pregnancy endangers the mental and 
physical health of the mother or the life of the mother or 
the fetus.”  I then pointed out that such language was totally 
foreign to Africa and could only be explained by anti-life ex-

1   The name comes from Maputo, Mozambique, where the treaty was negotiated. Its full name is the “Protocol to the African Charter on Human and 
People’s Rights on the Rights of Women in Africa.”
2   The African Union is a regional body similar to the Organization of American States or the Council of Europe, but it has as its goal to create a kind 
of “United Nations of Africa.”  Like the UN, it has launched a dizzying number of treaties on all aspects of life, which have alarming liberal tenden-
cies.
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Shown left to right: Archbishop Anatole Milandou, 
George Wirnkar, Fr. Mika Mfitzsche, and Nuncio Andrés 
Carrascossa.
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ternal influence in the drafting.  In fact, the AU admits that it was developed in 
collaboration with the International Planned Parenthood Federation (IPPF). 

HLI StandS wItH afrIca In defenSe of LIfe
HLI has produced an 18-page document explaining the Maputo Protocol in 
English and French versions. It provides the essential information about the 
evils the treaty contains.  We are distributing it to the many African leaders 
who are completely unaware of the radical nature of the Maputo Protocol.  
Fortunately, African bishops and cardinals are increasingly speaking out 
against this imminent threat to their pro-life cultures and laws.  we will do 
everything in our power to stop the millions of abortions that would 
inevitably follow its generalized legalization as a consequence of universal 
african acceptance of the Maputo Protocol.  

condoMS: tHe otHer Great Menace In afrIca 
George Wirnkar, our HLI director for Francophone Africa, followed up on 
our talks by addressing “The Methods and Agents of the Culture of Death in 
Africa.”  He discussed the modus operandi of the culture of death groups in select countries.  In conjunction 
with Fr. Mika Mfitzsche, George raised the issue of condoms in response to the HIV/AIDS Epidemic.  HLI has 
now produced a French-language version of our the case against condoms book. (The French title is Le 
Préservatif en Procès.) 

HLI’s latest book demonstrates the fact that the calamity of the HIv/aIdS pandemic has been com-
pounded by the immoral and ineffective strategy of massive condom distribution.  Millions of people are 
dying from AIDS every year because they were not given the chastity-abstinence and fidelity message that 
would have saved their lives.  Instead, most of those suffering and dying from AIDS believed that using con-
doms would make promiscuous intercourse “safe.”  I am happy to say that, thanks to HLI’s donors, several 
thousand copies of this book, in English and French, are reaching Africa.  This summer, we also distributed 
copies to the bishops, priests, and seminarians who attended our Institute in Brazzaville. 

Several other HLI affiliated African pro-life leaders also spoke at the Seminarians Summer Institute.  
Mr. Jean Marie Kouakoua of the Movement for Life Brazzaville addressed “The Work of the Movement for 
Life with People in Crisis Pregnancies as Support to the Pastoral Work of Parishes.”  Mr. Leo Kodjo, Togo-
lese National President of the Blue Army of Our Lady of Fatima and delegate of Pro-life Togo, spoke on “The 
Role of Mary in the Pro-life Movement” and on the “Role of Civil Society in Collaboration with the Church in 
Resisting the Culture of Death – the Case of Togo and Benin.”  Mr. Maxime Janvier Djossa of the Community 
of Mary Mother of Preborn Children (Communauté de Marie Mère des Enfants à Naître- CMMEN) spoke on 

HLI charitable Gift annuity
Recent stock gains have led to appreciated value.  This is an excellent time to consider gifting  

stock to HLI to create a Charitable Gift Annuity.  A gift annuity will:

 Create a steady income stream 
 Reduce capital gains taxes by gifting stock 
 Regular charitable income tax deduction

for more information contact:  Bill williams 540-622-5285 or wwilliams@hli.org

HLI’s  publication, the Maputo 
Protocol, (distributed in French 
and English) explains the radical 
nature of this treaty, which threat-
ens to undermine Africa’s pro-life 
culture. 
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“When Young People Commit Themselves to Action for Life – The History and 
Activities of CMMEN.”

The seminarians participating also provided a valuable witness.  From 
Burkina Faso, seminarian Desiré Kinda told us about his university experience 
(in Burkina Faso), where he formed a youth and chastity group before entering 
the seminary.  The seminarians authored and signed a declaration reaffirm-
ing their faith and trust in the teachings of the Magisterium of the church 
and pledging their support and willingness to work with the bishops of 
africa to resist and expose the Maputo Protocol. 

Copies of the declaration have been presented to the Papal Nuncio in 
Brazzaville and to the Archbishop of Brazzaville.  Copies will be sent to all 
the bishops’ conferences in Francophone Africa, to all Papal Nuncios, as well 
as to the Regional Bishops’ Conference for Africa and Madagascar (SCEAM) 
and to the Regional Bishops’ Conference of French West Africa (ACERAC).

The HLI Seminar-
ians Summer Institute 
received extensive cover-

age in the African press.  George Wirnkar granted news 
interviews on the history and work of HLI and the Insti-
tute.  The reporters received copies of The Case Against 
Condoms in French.  Among the media organs present 
were: Congolese National Radio, Congolese National 
Television, DRTV Radio, and Catholic Radio Magnificat.  
The following newspapers did interviews: La Dépêche de 
Brazzaville, La Semaine Africaine (a widely read Catho-
lic bi-weekly), Tam Tam d’Afrique, and Le Nouvelle 
Observatoire.

We projected “The Silent Scream” and “The 
Eclipse of Reason” films for the seminarians during the 
evenings after the pro-life talks.  They all left with a great 
deal of pro-life materials, including our two latest publi-
cations in French against the Maputo Protocol and our exposé against condoms.  I also brought them the life-
size models of preborn children at 10-12 weeks of pregnancy, which are a very effective tool in convincing 
people that human life before birth must be protected.  

HLI BreakS new Ground In GaBon
After the successful conclusion of our international seminarian event, George and I took advantage of 
our presence in the region to visit the neighboring country of Gabon.  We were very well received by 
Archbishop Basile Mvé Engone of Libreville.  He introduced us to a dynamic Catholic women’s group 
that may become our future HLI representatives in the country.  We also met with the rector of the national 
seminary and two seminarians who had already participated in our Seminarian Summer Institute last year.  
Finally, we went to the Catholic radio station, which insisted on interviewing us about the pro-life work of 
HLI in Africa. 

Gabon is a relatively rich nation in Africa because of the immense offshore oil reserves discovered in the 
1970s.  Less than a million and a half people under-populate the 267,667 square kilometers (103,346 square 

Joseph Meaney, George Wirnkar,  Archbishop Anatole 
Milandou & Seminarians at the Seminarians Summer Insti-
tute in Brazzaville, Republic of Congo.

In addition to the Maputo Pro-
tocol, seminarians also received 
copies of HLI’s  publication, 
The Case Against Condoms, in 
English and French.  A Spanish 
edition of this book is soon to be 
released.
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miles) of the country.  However, this does not prevent the anti-life ideologues from working there as well.  
Many taxis had bumper stickers promoting the condom.  One absurd slogan I saw proclaimed, “the condom: an 
act of love” (le préservatif un geste d’amour). 

Our hope is that the Catholic Church in Gabon will prevent the Maputo Protocol from being ratified 
there.  A majority of Gabonese are Catholics, which is a tribute to the missionaries who evangelized that country 
starting in the first half of the 19th century.  HLI will certainly stand with them in defense of life, marriage, and 
family.  We hope to continue our expansion to all the many French-speaking African nations as well as all the 
English-speaking countries there in the near future. 

eaSt tIMor trIP rePort—Reported by Joseph Meaney, August 24-30, 2007.

East Timor, or Timor-Leste, is located in Asia, but it may sur-
prise you to learn that they have the distinction of being the 
most catholic country in the world.  I was told by diocesan 
officials that 98% of the population is baptized Catholic.  I just 
returned from HLI’s first pro-life missionary journey to this 
unique place.  

The Portuguese first evangelized the Timorese 
people in the 16th century.  They were gradually 
driven out of most of their Asian outposts by the 
Dutch from the 17th to the 19th centuries but main-
tained themselves in the eastern part of Timor Island.  
In November 1975, Timor-Leste declared indepen-
dence from Portugal.  Nine days later, surrounding 
Indonesia invaded with overwhelming military forces and took over the country.  US Secretary of State Henry 
Kissinger, who had just crafted the NSSM 200 population control policy3, told Indonesian President Suharto he 
accepted the Cold War logic that they were making a preemptive strike on Communism on the island.  For the 
next 24 years a brutal occupation ensued, and the US barely protested the repression that eventually killed over 
100,000 Timorese.4 

During this period of extraordinary trials, the catholic church stood practically alone with the suf-
fering people of east timor, providing hope in the darkness and as much material help as possible.  Indone-
sia is predominantly Muslim, so the resistance in Timor took on a religious dimension.  An anti-communist 
edict by the occupiers required all citizens to adopt one of the officially recognized religions—Islam, Christi-
anity, Buddhism, or Hinduism.  Given these choices, the remaining animists in East Timor became Catholic.  
Irony of ironies, Islamic Indonesia contributed to the completion of Timor’s conversion to Catholicism!  I 
was astonished to learn that an 88-foot tall statue of Jesus Christ, which dominates the bay across from the 
capital city of Dili, was erected by the Indonesians.  It was a goodwill gesture during the period they were 
trying to annex East Timor.  

HLI would almost certainly have brought our pro-life efforts to Timor-Leste before now, except for 
the violence that continues to plague this unfortunate nation.  (For example, as I was flying there I saw on 
airport televisions breaking news of violent political riots, including fatalities and the burning of dozens of 
homes.)  The current US State Department’s travel advisory for Timor-Leste urges extreme caution and warns 
US citizens to defer travel there due to civil unrest.5  Fortunately, my wonderful hosts escorted me every-

3   See HLI’s exposé:  http://www.hli.org/nssm_200_exposed.html. 
4   Amnesty International and other groups claim the deaths could be as high as 200,000 people, counting the many innocent civilians who died of 
starvation and disease due to the brutal conditions imposed by Indonesia.
5   http://travel.state.gov/travel/cis_pa_tw/tw/tw_2918.html  (current as of September 25, 2007.)

CAMBODIA
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   The  
  Pro-life Wisdom 
      of Fr. Marx

To society it [“fam-
ily planning”] brings 
the plague of in-
creasing abortion 
with its hydra-head-
ed other evils such 
as the prostitution 
of the medical and 
nursing professions, 
increased taxes, and 

[not least] social and moral disintegration. 
— The Death Peddlers, page 43.

Fr. Paul Marx

Years
Celebrating

2007
1972 35

where we had to go, and we kept away from dangerous areas.  couples 
for christ (cfc), a dynamic international catholic group founded 
in the Philippines, has some marvelous representatives in timor who 
invited me for their first family life conference.  Mon and Tita San-
tiago are so family oriented, they even brought one of their daughters, her 
husband, and grandson to be part of the CFC mission team!  Pedro and 
Nina Turquel lovingly welcomed me into their home, showing tremendous 
Catholic hospitality.  Nevertheless, it 
was a unique experience to see that 
the house across the street had been 
burned to a hulk by rioters in the not 
so distant past.  

warMeSt weLcoMe ever 
to HLI By tHe tIMor-LeSte 
catHoLIc cHurcH

Bishop Alberto Ricardo Da Silva of 
Dili not only met with us, he attended 
an 8-hour HLI pro-life training day 
(and sat in the front row the whole 
time), which I gave for the Catholic clergy.  With that kind of leadership, it is no mystery to me why the 
seminary is filled with priestly vocations, and young religious sisters are everywhere to be seen.  The opening 
Mass of the family life conference was standing-room-only with hundreds more participating by congregat-
ing outside the large church and looking in through the doors and windows.  Despite the huge crowd, it was 
heart-rending to see that when the collection baskets went around, very few of the desperately poor people 
could give more than pennies.  (East Timor has adopted the US currency as its national currency—so I was 
literally looking at US pennies.) 

The Timorese culture is very lively.  Our pro-life 
and pro-family talks at the conference entitled, “Christian 
Families: The Hope of the Church and Society,” were 
interspersed with singing and short skits depicting mar-
ried life, resisting the devil, and an updated parable of the 
Good Samaritan.  The conference addressed the fact that 
living Christian/democratic values is a problem, especially 
for political parties who see violence as an alternative to 
getting elected fairly.  It was a pleasure to speak with the 
president of the national university and the minister of 
education who attended the conference.  The hall could 
not hold any more people than the 400 enthusiastic young 
Timorese and CFC delegates from all over the coun-
try.  My presentation was translated into Tetum, the most 
widely spoken Timorese language, but I found that most 
of the leaders I met could also speak English.  Perhaps this 
is because of the several thousand—principally Australian 
and New Zealander—peacekeeping troops stationed in 
East Timor and the fact that many persons go to neighbor-
ing Australia.  The Timor national television news covered 
the pro-life conference extensively.

Fr. Filomeno Jacob, S.J., 
speaking at the Couples for 
Christ Family Life confer-
ence Dili, East Timor, Sep-
tember 2007.
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My hosts organized a series of pro-life training days as part of the HLI missionary trip.  Going to the 
National Hospital for one of these training sessions directed to medical personnel was a unique experience.  
The hospital director graciously welcomed me and rolled out the red carpet.  I learned from my audience dur-
ing the course of that day facts about local health care issues that put Timor-Leste in a class of its own.  About 
300 Cuban doctors are currently practicing medicine in this small country of one million people.  They are far 
more numerous than Timorese doctors and quite problematic.  Later I heard reports of medical malpractice by 
the Cubans, including charges that they sterilized mothers without their consent and performed clandestine 
abortions.  These doctors are only allowed to leave Cuba if they profess Fidel Castro’s ideology, and the rumor 
is that Communist China pays their salaries.  Malaria and Malnutrition are the most common health threats, but 
efforts against these problems are not making much progress.  Dengue Fever, for which there is no protection 
except preventing mosquito bites, was also breaking out, making me a bit nervous as I rubbed on extra insect 
repellant… There is clear need for medical improvements—not Socialist medicine and immoral population 
control.

MarIe StoPeS InternatIonaL PoPuLatIon 
controL exPertS In tIMor

east timor has the unfortunate distinction of being the 
latest country where Marie Stopes International (MSI) 
has implanted itself.  They arrived in 2006 and have a 
“Reproductive Health” clinic in Dili, which offers the widest 
range of birth control with an emphasis on surgical steriliza-
tion.  The Indonesians had also pushed family planning and 
sterilization during their occupation.  They advertise daily in 
the newspapers at great expense and spread tendentious pop-
ulation control propaganda.  One of their pamphlets claims 
that the average family in Timor-Leste has 8 children and 
cannot feed themselves, so MSI is there to help with fam-
ily planning.  Statistics in Timor are largely guesstimates, 
but the best numbers available show the average family as 
having only 3.45 children.6  Poverty is certainly a problem in 
Timor, but the discovery of vast offshore oil deposits in the 
Timor Sea could make that a thing of the past if the wealth is properly employed.  In any case, Marie Stopes 
is motivated by a desire to propagate abortion and population control, not fighting poverty.  Their abor-
tion center in wealthy Vienna is the main establishment HLI Austria contends with to save babies.  In Timor, 
MSI claims to do “post-abortion care.”  This is a clever tactic, since abortion is illegal in East Timor, but it is 
quite possible that they sometimes perform actual abortions under the guise of a procedure to clean the womb 
after “an incomplete abortion.”  Fortunately, they have few “clients” so far, but they are certain to be malig-
nant advocates of legalizing surgical abortion.

Because of its political troubles, the United Nations, World Bank, and many international Non-Govern-
mental Organizations (NGOs) have congregated in Timor-Leste.  Their influence is generally bad when it comes 
to maintaining protection for preborn human life or moral values.  I recall that a byproduct of the UN and in-
ternational presence in the troubled Democratic Republic of the Congo was a dramatic increase in prostitution, 
including previously non-existent homosexual prostitution.  We can only pray that these negative outside influ-
ences will soon be kicked out, thanks to a rapid transition to tranquility and prosperity.  The Catholic Church 
will certainly be a big part of the solution to East Timor’s problems, and HLI has pledged to support them with 
our training, materials, and financial help. 

6   https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/tt.html#People. 

Joseph Meaney stands in front of a Marie Stopes Inter-
national clinic in Dili, East Timor.
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Dear friends, please keep this tremendous Catholic country, which is besieged by violence and the culture 
of death, in your prayers.  The Timorese are a beautiful people who have suffered much but always survived and 
triumphed, thanks to their deep faith.  I assure you that HLI, with your help, will be there for our brothers and 
sisters in East Timor. 

God bless you always!

           Rev. Thomas J. Euteneuer 
          President

P.S.—This month I’d like to send you an audio CD of five homilies that 
I delivered at EWTN this past July.  The CD is titled orderInG our 
LIveS In cHrISt and tHe cHurcH, and I’d like to send it to 
you today in gratitude for your gift to HLI of $49 or more!

The five homilies included are:

 the tyranny of the trivial:  This homily explains, through the 
Gospel story of Martha & Mary, how the first thing necessary in ordering 
our lives is to put our relationship with Christ as our highest priority—a 
lesson that is beautifully conveyed in words of Christ when he spoke of 
Mary, the sister of Martha, as having chosen “the better part.”

 the Gift and Power of the Sacred Priesthood: Given on the 19th 
anniversary of my own priestly ordination, this is a reflection on the great 
gift of the priesthood, what a priest is called to do, and how he is called to live.  

 Humanae Vitae’s Prophetic truth about Life and Love: July 25, the day this homily was preached, was 
the 39th anniversary of the papal encyclical Humanae Vitae.  Looking back to the words of Pope Paul VI, we can 
see that what he warned would happen if birth control were to become generally acceptable is exactly what we 
see around us in the world today.  The Church still holds the key to solving this crisis, and it is only by hearing 
and following the words of the Church that we will find our way out of it. 

 the Mysteries of Holy Parenthood:  Given on the Feast of Sts. Joachim and Anne, this homily looks to the 
example of these two great saints to discover how parents can instill purity in their children, hand on the faith 
to them, guide them to their vocation, pray for them, and continue their parenting role even after their children 
have children. 

 the Precious Blood of Jesus is our Salvation:  This homily reflects on the immense value of Jesus’ precious 
blood and how we can apply his blood—either sacramentally or through an act of faith—to liberate, purify, and 
protect ourselves and others. 

Please send your contribution of $49 or more this month, and let me rush out this five homily CD to you!

ordering our Lives in 
christ and the church is our 
gift to you this month in ap-
preciation for your financial 
support of $49 or more!


